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Chapter Research Project: NTCC Webb 
Chapter Film on Sam Houston and the 

Fate of the Texas Cherokee1 
 

 

A) The Scope of the Undertaking: 

Our yearly historical dramatizations of previously un-filmed stories of Texas history 

are year-round efforts that reach high degrees of intensity during the summer. For example, 

this past September, when the only person actively involved in our film on a daily basis was 

Cassidy Watkins, our producer, we received a call from the National Public Radio station in 

Austin about our last film on Ma and Pa Ferguson.  This led to an airing on NPR stations on 

27 September of a commentary where our Honors Director (the NPR station decided against 

student participation), Dr. Andrew Yox, compared the Fergusons to Bill and Hillary Clinton.  

By October, Cassidy had a trailer made which we featured at the Webb meeting in 

Fredericksburg.  But around the same time, four students—William Jones, Kassandra 

Martinez, Melody Mott, and Emmalea Shaw featured our Ma and Pa film at the meeting of 

the National Collegiate Honors Council in Seattle.2  In November, Cassidy continued her 

work on editing, while we applied for a $1,000 Whatley Enhancement Grant for our next 

film on Mary Kay Ash, which was successful.  This was parallel to our effort for a grant last 

year at this time, when Jerald and Mary Lou Mowry provided $800 for the Cherokee film.  In 

December we did a spot on our upcoming film for the local Radio Station, K-Lake.  Currently 

we are preparing the premiere of the Houston/Cherokee film set for this 17 February we are 

at our college, which will close with a panel led by Presley McClendon (Director) Ryan Rose 

Mendoza (Unit Production 
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in this endeavor by William Jones, a history major, whose work on Dutch Luman will appear 

in this spring’s edition in Touchstone.  Jones for the first time transliterated our drama into 

professional film script with sluglines, and indented dialogue. 

One catalyst for our film effort this past year was a seminar given by Professor Brad 

Maule, the film professor at Stephen F. Austin University, at our local Franklin County arts 

alliance building 9 July.  Four of us were able to attend this one-day seminar, Rachel Jordan, 

Cassidy Watkins and William Jones.  They are shown below with Professor Maule who acted 

at Dr. Tony in General Hospital. 

Figure 2: Below, left to right, Rachel Jordan, who became one of our 

Cinematographers, Cassidy Watkins, and William Jones (who transliterated 

the script and starred as Sam Houston) with Professor Brad Maule, 9 July. 
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Professor Maule made some major contributions to our whole sense of film-making 

and they are described below. 
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were amazingly fortunate with the guys who could do it, the two Williams discussed above, 

and Hayden, and Joshua; all are history majors with a strong interest in Texas history, and 

they all eagerly contributed to our film effort. 

Our Webb Society does have a challenge securing actors, and good acting.  NTCC 

Theatre people generally are not too interested unless they are in Honors, or connected to 

the Webb Society ideals.  To try to help us professionalize, Jerald and Mary Lou Mowry, our 

very dear and perennial film sponsors, connected us with the Texas Shakespeare Festival in 

Kilgore.  Mary Lou sits on the Board of this now year-round institution.  In the midst of July, 

however, many of our people were away.  But we did get a behind the scenes tour of the 

impressive troupe work in Kilgore from 
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We no longer have a faculty member as we used to have with experience in 

cinematography, so our cinematographers who also lead our boom mic volunteers had to learn 

from scratch.  We were fortunate that NTCC Vice President Ron Clinton, overturned his 

previous refusal of the purchase of a $1,000 Canon HFG40.  This is beautiful machine that 

gets good footage, and which we were able to combine with our slightly older HFG30.  

Having two cinematographers was a major breakthrough in doing films in a more professional 

way, as Professor Maule suggested.  We were very fortunate when Rachel Jordan and Adriana 

Rodriguez stepped forward to lead this effort.  They were incredibly fast learners. 

Figure 5:  Cinematographers 

 

 

We staged rehearsals and a dinner in Mount Pleasant in late July, and early August. 

We also invited some supporters to meet our cast.  We were very pleased to receive financial 

support at this time from Mark Lesher Esq, a Mount Pleasant lawyer whose law office is like 

a little Texas History Museum.  Glenda Brogoitti, another local resident and former History 

Professor here, contributed to our food budget, and helped us with leads in Nacogdoches. 

Webb members memorized their parts.  Emmalea Shaw tallied prop needs, and Alecia 

Spurlin our need for costumes.  We were especially benefitted by a transition at NTCC’s 
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Theatre Northeast that allowed us access to their costumes.  Though we also relied on Al and 

Shirley Clay, two local early-Texian re-enactors, the Theatre department had a lot to offer: 

Figure 6:  Alecia Spurlin and Emmalea Shaw at the Costume Studio of 

Theatre Northeast. 

 

 At last we were ready for the big trip to Nacogdoches, 9-12 August.  We were 

excited.  The people at the historical village there, Millard’s Crossing were allowing us to film 

as were local B &Bs like the Jones House.  We even planned to film at the Tol Barrett House, 
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out the myriad of technical difficulties regarding sequencing was Ryan-Rose Mendoza, our 

Unit Production Director.  She is the sister of Miranda who was a very active Webb member, 

who acted and served as Prop Director in our Harriet Potter film: 

Figure 7: Ryan-
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We were thankful that the proprietors of our two B&Bs, and Jones and Hardeman 

Houses, forgave us for “packing in” the first night, and having many more show up to breakfast 

than we had given indication would come. 

We now were in a near-
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crossing over to Durango, Mexico!  But she kept in touch.  She was invaluable as she had 

made it to state in High School in cosmetology, and now served as our makeup artist. 

 

 

Figure 9: Kassandra Martinez, here with a Boom Mic, who rushed 

through hundreds of hair styles, and facial effects while we filmed.  

 

 

This project would not have been possible without the encouragement of the State 

Walter Prescott Webb Society, and the Caldwell Awards which have enticed the support of 

NTCC administrators.  We are also indebted to the Friends of Honors Northeast, and a 

tradition of Texas History scholarship at Northeast Texas Community College that is forging 

bonds with friends who support our premieres and outreach. 
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Figure 10 

The Cast on the Final Night at Nacogdoches after a Dinner at the Clear Springs 

Restaurant with the Phillips Family 

 

 

 B) Its Purpose: 

We have engaged in student lectures, poster competitions, essay publications, exhibits 

in the case of our Caddo collection, inviting a famous historian such as Dr. Walter Buenger of 

Texas A&M, and over-the-
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 Fixing the logistics was pretty much in the province of two who maintained a 

presence at NTCC this past summer, Dr. Yox, and Ryan Mendoza.   Often Yox has to go 

ahead and reserve B&Bs before the funding is there, and we have had to pay extra for this 

when changes are made.  One particular mistake was ordering the Hardeman B&B through an 

agency rather than through them, as we paid more, and had less flexibility.  We believe that 

Dr. Hearron who stayed at the Hardeman House may well have paid some extra money out 

of her own pocket to cover our irregularities at that House.  We also have a tough time finding 

drivers since the college insists it has to be a college employee that drives.  We were very 

thankful the two honors professors, Clay, and Hearron, were willing to come through. 

 The filming again encountered our biggest obstacle over the years. Sound.  Out of 

doors scenes can be trying, and some of our students don’t speak up enough, though we make 

every effort to get their volume higher.  This year Cassidy Watkins, and William Jones hit on 

a wonderful solution.  Since our honors students all have Apple MacBooks, we found a way 

to send emails, with files from Garage Band, the Apple App for sound.  This helped with some 

of the weak spots. 

 Cassidy Watkins, a Salutatorian from Daingerfield was our Producer, and she is the 

one who gets what has been referred to as our Maltese Falcon, all the hours of work on her 

computer.  She edits during the semester, and her production is performed in lieu of a paper 

grade for Texas History.  She was very smart, reliable, and dependable;  she began editing 

even as we were filming in Nacogdoches.  She and William Jones and Dr. Yox had to even 

meet this last Christmas Break to work out some details with film intelligibility.  Cassidy 

always came through, and for that, we thank God! 

 We are now in the dissemination stage.  Cassidy has just got the entire film on Youtube, 
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E) Conclusions: 

 Houston’s life story pivots not only with his marriage to Margaret but with the 

simultaneous destruction of a tribe that represented much of his youth, the Cherokee.  The 

Cherokee episode transformed Houston.  He was outraged with the elimination of his former 

friends, but also aware that he had done little, in practical terms, to save them.  Our film 

concluded by showing that Houston was more prepared to be resolute about taking an 

enlightened role with his slaves.  He in the end, with spiritual guidance from his new wife, 

Margaret, was now prepared to suffer for his convictions. 

F) Significance: 

We are gratified at least by the fact that we now have the only cinematic version of Sam 

Houston, and the Texas Cherokee in existence.  Films are important in today’s culture. 

 For even as historians have compiled an A-list of monographs about Texas, much of 

the public remains oblivious.  The average American of the early twenty-first century 

encounters the past in some way every year, but watches about twenty films for every book 

read.  Not only is th
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